
because little is known about many species. Threats to bats have been increasing 

rapidly in recent years, with habitat loss, hunting, human disturbance, and climate 

change leading the list of threats to various species. Much attention is now focusing 

on bats and disease due to COVID-19, raising new opportunities for research but also 

requiring new levels of care in working with bats and communicating about bats to 

the public. New resources are being developed to help bat researchers with these 

challenges, including new guidelines for research and handling bats from the IUCN 

Bat Specialist Group and information for bat scientists through the new 

GBatNet (Global Union of Bat Diversity Networks). It is more important 

than ever that bat researchers around the world work together to better 

understand and protect bats in the changing world.


